
This is an interactive document which will be regularly updated to provide a snapshot of relevant legislation, 
consultations and policies in the Scottish, UK and European Parliaments. 

The blue hyperlinks provide links to further information on each item.

This document is mainly focussed on current legislation that is going through parliament at the current time. 
However, the negotiation to leave the EU will have a significant impact on the legislation of all governments as 
well as the work of NFU Scotland. For more comprehensive information on this issue, please visit the NFU 
Scotland Brexit hub at https://www.nfus.org.uk//node/17435.  

For more information, please contact Clare Slipper at NFU Scotland on 0131 472 4182 or 
clare.slipper@nfus.org.uk. 
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Policy and consultations
• Groceries Code Adjudicator Review
• CAP Convergence Review
• Industrial Strategy and the Food, Farming and 

Fisheries Plan
• Crown Estate Devolution
• IndyRef2?
• Scrutiny of CAP payments
• Ongoing Scottish Parliamentary Committee inquiries
• Scottish Government Consultation Tracker

Current and future legislation
• Digital Economy Act
• UK Budget – Finance (No2) Act
• Land Reform Act (2016) Implementation
• Future Islands Bill
• Future Good Food Nation Bill
• Future Climate Change Bill
• Future Crofting Bill
• Future Forestry Bill
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GENERAL ELECTION 2017
The Prime Minister delivered a statement on 18 April outlining her intention to call a snap General Election on Thursday 8 June 2017. Explaining the reason 
behind the call, she stated that unity is needed in Westminster in order to “make a success of Brexit”.

Although the announcement was unexpected, there is a political will behind the move for the Prime Minister to greaten her majority over the opposition. 

Process

The Fixed Term Parliaments Act 2011 set out a process by which elections could only be held every five years. The Act stipulates that early elections can be held 
only if a motion for an early general election is agreed either by at least two-thirds of the whole House or without division; or a motion of no confidence is passed 
and no alternative government is confirmed by the Commons within 14 days. 

A motion was subsequently supported by 522 of Westminster’s 650 MPs to hold an early General Election.

Things to consider

• Brexit. There is no way in which a party could fight an election on a ticket of blocking the Brexit process. Article 50 – the legal trigger by which a Member State 
exits the EU – is irrevocable, and with it now in motion, the UK will leave the EU under the negotiating mandate of whichever party wins the General Election.

• Domestic implementation of Brexit. The UK Government much work to do to prepare the civil service to fill in the gaps left by leaving the EU. This includes a 
programme of legislation, including the Great Repeal Bill and followed by a number of other bills on issues including agriculture and immigration. The electoral 
purdah prior to an election will prevent the civil service to do any preparatory work on any of these implementation projections. The Queen’s Speech, which 
had been pencilled in for mid to late May, will now be delayed and with it the start of an already tight legislative programme. That means even less time for 
scrutiny. Further to that, the fact that the next General Election now won’t take place until 2022 allows more time for the ‘Brexit implementation phase’, both 
domestically and in terms of the negotiation over the UK’s future relationship with the EU. This could also grant NFUS further credence to argue for a 
transition period on Brexit and a new agricultural policy.

• Cabinet reshuffle. In the immediate aftermath of the General Election, it is likely that there will be some form of a Cabinet reshuffle, which could mean new 
Ministers taking the helm for key departments such as Defra, Department for Exiting the EU, Scotland Office, etc. 

• Manifesto process. NFUS has been lobbying the main political parties to include measures for the agriculture, food and drinks sectors as a priority in their 
manifestos. 
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PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION - WESTMINSTER
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Bills are introduced in either the House of Commons or House of Lords for examination, discussion and amendment.

When both Houses have agreed on the content of a Bill it is then presented to the reigning monarch for approval (known as Royal 
Assent). The Bill then becomes an Act of Parliament. 

There are various types of Bill:

1. Public Bill – A Bill that seeks to 
change the law as it applies to the 
general population. The majority are 
introduced by government 
ministers. 

2. Private Members Bill – A Bill 
introduced by MPs or Lords who are 
not government ministers. They can 
be introduced in various forms.

3. Private Bills – Bills promoted by 
organisations like local authorities or 
private companies which seek 
powers in excess of or in conflict 
with the general law. 

4. Hybrid Bills – A Bill which would 
affect the general public but also 
have a significant impact for specific 
individuals or groups.

http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/bills/private-members/


PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION – SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT
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A Bill is a draft law, which seeks to make or change primary 
legislation. There are various types of Bills that can be 
introduced to the Scottish Parliament:

1. Government Bill – Introduced by a member of the 
Scottish Government to achieve government policy 
objectives.

2. Members Bill – Introduced by a member of 
Parliament who is not a government Minister on a 
particular issue.

3. Committee Bill – Introduced by MSPs that are 
members of a Subject Committee of the Scottish 
Parliament. 

4. Private Bills – Bills which seek powers for a particular 
individual or organisation that are in excess of or in 
conflict with the general law. 

Subordinate legislation (often called delegated or 
secondary legislation) is law that is made by Scottish 
Ministers under powers already granted to them under 
primary legislation. Subordinate legislation is introduced 
via a Scottish Statutory Instrument (SSI) and generally 
concerns timing, implementation or the mechanism for 
primary legislation. 



PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES – ROLE AND 
FUNCTION

In Westminster and Holyrood, a number of Parliamentary Committees are in operation which exist to scrutinise 
the work of their respective governments, and publish recommendations on particular areas of policy. Members 

of parliament from across the political parties, who are not government ministers, sit on one or more 
Committee.

Westminster Select Committees

A large part of the work of the House of Commons and the House 
of Lords takes place in committees, made up of MPs or Lords.

These committees consider policy issues, scrutinise the work and 
expenditure of the government, and examine proposals for primary 
and secondary legislation. Committees publish various reports 
throughout the parliamentary year on their work and findings.

There are various different types of Committee. Select Committees 
generally operate via subject area which correspond to government 
departments – for example, the Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs Committee. Select Committees will operate largely by an 
investigative process.

Legislative committees, or Bill Committees, are established to 
scrutinise legislation as it passes through Parliament and they 
operate mainly by debate.

Westminster Committees are chaired by an elected Chairman. 
There is an obligation on UK Government to respond to Committee 
Reports in good time after their publication. 
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Scottish Parliamentary Committees

As the Scottish Parliament has a single chamber, one of the key roles of 
the committees is to consider Bills, amendments to Bills and subordinate 
legislation and give their views to the Parliament. Committees can also 
introduce their own Bills. Committees will also scrutinise the Scottish 
Government’s budget proposals and the financial performance of public 
bodies such as the NHS, colleges and universities.
Petitions can be submitted by individuals and groups who want to raise 
an issue. The Public Petitions Committee will consider all those that are 
admissible and may refer a petition to another committee to consider 
the matter further.
An inquiry is an important way for a committee to hold the Scottish 
Government to account by looking in detail at its policies and 
administration. Inquiries can also focus on how legislation is working in 
practice or issues of public concern.
There are 18 Committees in the Scottish Parliament, each made up of 
cross-party MSPs and chaired by a Convenor and Vice Convenor. 



BREXIT – WHAT NOW?

The process to negotiate the UK’s exit from the EU is now underway, after Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty – which is the 
official trigger for a Member State to leave the EU – was triggered on 29 March 2017. The terms of Article 50 outline that the 
exit negotiations must conclude within two years from the date of triggering, which would mean the UK will leave the EU on 
29 March 2029. However, if Member States are in agreement, this negotiation period can be extended. 

A timeline for what is expected to happen next is on the next page. 

An objective of the UK Government is to have a twin-track negotiation over the next two years:

1. To negotiate the terms of the UK’s exit from the EU; and

2. To negotiate the future relationship between the UK and EU (in terms of trade, freedom of movement, and other issues).

However, EU negotiators have initially outlined their resistance to discussions on the second objective before the terms of 
exit are known. 

Domestically, Brexit will have a significant impact on all areas of legislation impacting the Scottish agricultural industry and
the work of NFU Scotland. The UK Government’s Great Repeal Bill will begin that process. 

The UK Government has established new Departments to deal with the Brexit negotiations, and the First Minister of Scotland 
has appointed Michael Russell MSP to be the Scottish Government’s Minister for the UK’s Negotiation on Scotland’s Place in 
Europe.
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ARTICLE 50 – THE PROCESS
• 30 March – UK Government to publish White Paper setting out detail of the Great Repeal Bill.

• European Commission’s chief negotiator, Michel Barnier, will begin the negotiations a withdrawal agreement with the UK (ongoing).

• 29 April – European Council summit to take place (without UK attendance) to agree the EU27’s guidelines for the Brexit talks.

• 7 May 2017 – French elections.

• 8 June 2017 – UK General Election.

• 22-23 June 2017 – Next meeting of the European Council. This time the UK will be in attendance, where agreement on the process of 
negotiation will be sought. 

• End June 2017 – Queen’s Speech, setting out legislative priorities for the coming year. The Great Repeal Bill will be part of this.

• 24 September 2017 – German elections. 

• September 2017 – Official EU Commission mandate and position agreed. 

• May 2018 – Queen’s Speech – possible new Agriculture Bill?

• Autumn 2018 – European Parliament will vote on withdrawal agreement, following ratification by a qualified majority of the EU Council (72 per 
cent of participating states, excluding the UK). 

• Autumn 2018-Spring 2019 – Second Scottish independence referendum?

• 29 March 2019 – End of formal, two-year Article 50 process. Please note – whilst the negotiation period is two years from formal notification, it 
can be extended if all Member States agree. 9



GREAT REPEAL BILL

PROCESS?
The Bill will effectively convert approximately 80,000 pieces of EU 
legislation into UK law on the day of exit.

It is not the intention of the Great Repeal Bill to make major policy 
changes – instead,  it is likely that a series of new Bills for areas 
such as Agriculture, Immigration and Customs will be brought 
forward. 

The Great Repeal Bill will be introduced for parliamentary debate 
(and possible amendments) in the Queen’s Speech, which is 
expected in late June 2017.

The Great Repeal Bill White Paper can be viewed online here. 

View on legislative timeline.

WHAT?
The Secretary of State for Exiting the EU, David Davis MP, 
published a White Paper on the UK Government’s plans to 
introduce the ‘Great Repeal Bill’ on 30 March.

The Bill will:

• Repeal the European Communities Act.

• Convert EU law into UK law on the day we leave in order to 
avoid a ‘black hole’ in our statute book.

• Create powers allowing ministers to correct the laws that do 
not ‘operate appropriately’ through secondary legislation.

The White Paper highlighted that for areas such as agriculture and 
the environment where the devolved administrations ‘have 
competence’, those administrations would be responsible for 
implementing the common policy frameworks set by the EU. 

NFU Scotland’s position is that any successor policy to the 
Common Agricultural Policy must be financed on a common, UK-
wide framework, but with policy development and delivery within 
the legislative competence of the devolved nations. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-great-repeal-bill-white-paper


DIGITAL ECONOMY ACT 2017

WHAT? 
• The Digital Economy Bill was introduced in July 2016.

• The Bill primarily concerns broadband, and of relevance to NFU 
Scotland members will make provision about electronic 
communications infrastructure and services by altering the Electronic 
Communications Code. The Bill will also introduce a Universal 
Broadband Obligation to provide a minimum level of broadband service. 

• NFU Scotland made a submission to the Minister of State for Digital and 
Culture in November 2016, outlining concerns about how the Code 
would alter the balance between landowner and operator rights.
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PROCESS?
The Bill was introduced into the House of Commons, and passed to 
the House of Lords for consideration in November 2016.

The Lords made amendments to the Bill during the third reading on 5 
April.

Final amendments are being considered before the UK Parliament 
dissolves on 3 May ahead of the election in June, when the Bill will be 
passed and receive Royal Assent to become law.

View the Bill documents online here. 

View on legislative timeline.

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/digitaleconomy.html


UK BUDGET 

The Chancellor, Philip Hammond MP, delivered his Budget Statement to MPs on 8 March. It was the last Spring Budget that will take place 
before the move to one, annual Budget statement which will take place every Autumn.

Of relevance to NFU Scotland, the Spring Budget will:

• Provide an extra year, until April 2019, before Making Tax Digital is mandated for unincorporated businesses and landlords with 
turnover below the VAT threshold. This measure has been introduced in response to concerns about the timescale and is intended to 
provide such businesses with more time to prepare for digital record keeping and quarterly updates.

• Freeze Vehicle Excise Duty for Hauliers and HGV users for another year.

• The Budget also proposed a 2% rise in National Insurance contributions for people who are class 4 self-employed – equitable to a rise 
of 1% to 10% in April 2018. The proposals were met with significant criticism from NFUS and other representative and the Chancellor 
subsequently performed a U-turn one week after the Budget announcement.

• However, it is expected that the UK Government will seek to recompense the U-turn by announcing alternative measures in the 
Autumn Statement that will take back tax from the self-employed. NFU Scotland will lobby hard to ensure there is no reversal of 
schemes such as Agricultural Property Relief or Business Property Relief.

The full Budget papers can be found here.

View the progress of the Finance (No2) Bill here.

View on legislative timeline.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/budget-2016
The measures outlined in the Budget will be passed by the UK Parliament via the Finance (No2


GROCERIES CODE ADJUDICATOR REVIEW

• The Groceries Code Adjudicator is the UK’s first independent adjudicator to oversee the relationship 
between supermarkets and their suppliers. It ensures that large supermarkets treat their direct 
suppliers lawfully and fairly, investigates complaints and arbitrates in disputes. The Adjudicator, 
Christine Tacon, has been appointed by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills as a result 
of the Groceries Code Adjudicator Act 2013. 

• The legislation that established the GCA requires a three-yearly review “of the Adjudicator’s 
performance”.

• NFUS responded to the review consultation in January 2017. The UK Government is analysing 
responses, and is expected to report in May/June 2017 when changes may be made to the role and 
remit of the GCA. 
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A copy of NFU Scotland’s response to the consultation is available on request. 



CAP CONVERGENCE REVIEW

• Since late 2013, NFUS has consistently campaigned UK Government to recognise Scotland’s lower-than-average 
payment rate under the reformed CAP. It is generally accepted that convergence of Member State budgets and the 
internal convergence of area payments within regions should move Member States in the direction of achieving the EU 
average of €196 per hectare by 2020. 

• The long-standing view of NFUS, supported by Scottish Government, is that it was largely as a result of Scotland’s low 
payment rate per hectare (approx. €130 per hectare) that the UK was awarded the convergence uplift in 2013. 
However, the decision of the then UK Government was to split the convergence uplift money amongst the four parts 
of the UK on a historic basis. 

• Various UK Ministers have noted the imbalance in funding and UK Government has committed on numerous occasions 
to a review that will re-examine the allocation. It was understood that this review would take place throughout 2016, 
with recommendations delivered before the end of 2016. 

• NFU Scotland remains convinced that this issue can be swiftly and effectively resolved by undertaking a review based 
on non-historic allocations and objective analysis. Possible criteria for such analysis has been provided by NFUS to UK 
Government.

• Notwithstanding the outcome of the EU referendum and the upcoming two-year Article 50 process, the UK will remain 
within the European Union until the spring of 2019, and therefore remains governed by EU rules and regulations as 
well as being participant in EU schemes.
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GOVERNMENT STRATEGY DOCUMENTS – INDUSTRY, 
ENVIRONMENT AND FOOD AND FARMING

• In January 2017, the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy published its Industrial Strategy. The 
Green Paper focussed on ten themes:

• Investing in science, research and innovation;

• Developing skills;

• Upgrading infrastructure;

• Supporting businesses to start and grow;

• Improving procurement;

• Encouraging trade and inward investment;

• Delivering affordable energy and clean growth;

• Cultivating world-leading sectors;

• Driving growth across the whole country; 

• Creating the right institutions to bring together sectors and places.

• UK Government had intended to publish two consultations on Strategies for Environment and Farming, Food and 
Fisheries Plan shortly afterwards. However, their publication has now been indefinitely postponed due to disagreement 
between the devolved nations on where policy-making powers will lie after Brexit.

• NFU Scotland is lobbying UK Government to confirm a view on where such powers will lie following the UK’s exit from 
the EU, and is also pressing for a consultation on Farming, Food and Fisheries to be published in order to start a 
discussion on post-EU agricultural policy. No timeline for when such clarity will come forward is yet known.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/building-our-industrial-strategy


LAND REFORM (2016) ACT IMPLEMENTATION

WHAT?
The Scottish Government introduced a Bill to change the pattern of 
land ownership in Scotland in 2015. The Bill was heavily scrutinised 
by the Scottish Parliament, and passed as an Act of the Scottish 
Parliament in March 2016.

The Bill was sizeable, with vast areas of the provisions left to 
secondary legislation. It is understood that around 40 pieces of 
subordinate legislation will go through the Scottish Parliament 
between now and 2021 before the Act is fully enacted. 

PROCESS?
• The Scottish Government has now appointed a 

Scottish Land Commission and Tenant Farming 
Commissioner. 

• Consultations and legislative orders regarding 
the Land Rights and Responsibilities Statement, 
small landholdings and waygo have since been 
closed, with measures due to come into force 
in due course. 

• Scottish Government is currently consulting on 
Guidance on Consulting Communities in 
Decisions Relating to Land – see more 
information on the consultation tracker page.  
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View on legislative timeline.

http://landcommission.gov.scot/
http://landcommission.gov.scot/tenant-farming/


(FUTURE) ISLANDS BILL

• In her annual statement on legislative priorities to the Scottish Parliament, the First Minister 
outlined that the Scottish Government will publish an Islands Bill in 2017 which will ‘island-proof’ 
all future legislation so that businesses and communities on Scotland’s islands aren’t 
disadvantaged. In addition to this, further legislation will follow which will attempt to decentralise 
budgets and local spending plans.

• A consultation on the future Islands Bill closed in December 2016, and draft legislation will come 
forward later in 2017. 

The consultation papers and responses can be viewed online here. 

View on legislative timeline.
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https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/islands-team/islands-bill-consultation/


(FUTURE) GOOD FOOD NATION BILL 

• The Scottish Government’s Programme for Government set out various measures to deepen 
collaboration across the food and drink sector, with a refreshed industry strategy due to be 
published imminently. 

• Scottish Government has also committed to look into how public procurement can be used to 
increase the level of Scottish sourcing, including organic products.

• The intention is for this work to underpin a future Good Food Nation Bill, which was also an SNP 
manifesto commitment in 2016. The Bill would develop a framework to join up the Government’s 
approach on food, and consider what steps can be taken to improve the effectiveness of the food 
and drink supply chain.

• It had been understood that the Good Food Nation Bill would be introduced in late 2017. 
However, this timeline is likely to slip due to the ongoing discussion on powers over a future food 
policy being framed within the Brexit negotiations.

18

View on legislative timeline.



(FUTURE) CLIMATE CHANGE BILL

• A new Climate Change Bill will be introduced in 2017/18 which will set out a new target for a 50 
percent reduction in emissions by 2020. 

• The Bill will also incorporate the policies and proposals set out in the Scottish Government’s 
Climate Change Plan which was published in January 2016. Of note to the agricultural industry, 
the legislation will include a requirement for land managers to test soils – NFU Scotland will be 
involved in ensuring the implementation detail is appropriate. 

• Following a lengthy scrutiny process, four Committees of the Scottish Parliament called upon 
government to show further ambition in its approach to reducing agricultural emissions, but 
recognised the need to work with the agricultural industry to ensure that policies are 
implemented in a pragmatic way.

NFU Scotland’s response to the draft Climate Change Plan is available on request. 
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View on legislative timeline.

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/01/2768


(FUTURE) CROFTING BILL

• Reform of crofting law was a significant part of the SNP’s 2016 manifesto, and the Scottish 
Government’s Programme for Government set out plans to draft a National Development Plan for 
crofting.

• This will include measures to support new entrants, explore the scope to promote the creation of 
woodland crofts, consider support for croft housing, and ensure community-owned estates are 
not disadvantaged by the croft registration process.

• The Scottish Parliament’s Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee took evidence on the issue 
and issued a report in early 2017, which concluded that a new Crofting Bill should be introduced 
which is “comprehensive” in addressing as many issues identified by the crofting community as 
requiring action as soon as possible.

• This engagement will inform a new Crofting Bill which will come later in this Parliament.

The Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee report is accessible online here. 

View on the legislative timeline.
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https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/REC/2017/3/9/Review-of-Priorities-for-Crofting-Law-Reform-1/4th Report, 2017.pdf


(FUTURE) FORESTRY BILL
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WHAT?
The Scotland (2016) Act made provisions for the 
devolution of forestry to the Scottish Government and 
Scottish Government has set out its plans to introduce a 
Bill to complete the process of making the management 
of forestry directly accountable to Scottish Ministers.
A consultation on new management closed in 2016. The 
proposals under consultation were:
• To introduce new organisational arrangements so that 

the management of forestry in Scotland is fully 
accountable to the Scottish Parliament.

• To ensure that we have in place effective cross-border 
arrangements where those suit Scottish needs.

• To replace the Forestry Act 1967 with a modern 
approach to the development, support and regulation 
of forestry.

PROCESS?
Scottish Ministers are undertaking analysis of the consultation 
responses and will publish a draft Bill before the Scottish 
Parliament breaks for the long summer recess at the end of June 
2017.

View on the legislative timeline.



CROWN ESTATE DEVOLUTION

• In 2014, the Smith Commission report set out various areas of Westminster policy that should be 
devolved to the Scottish Parliament following a review of Scottish powers after the 2014 
independence referendum. One of the recommendations was to devolve Crown Estate 
management and revenues to the Scottish Government. The powers were conferred to Scottish 
Government as per the Scotland Act 2016.

• The Scottish Government closed a consultation on the long-term management of the Crown 
Estate in March 2017. In its response, NFU Scotland argued strongly that the Crown Estate should 
be retained as single entity, to ensure the future of the rural estates and of their agricultural 
businesses. 

• It is understood that a Bill will come forward in due course to consolidate the Scottish 
Government’s decision on a long-term management plan in 2018/19. 

NFU Scotland’s response to the consultation is available on request. 

View on legislative timeline. 
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http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20151202171017/http:/www.smith-commission.scot/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/The_Smith_Commission_Report-1.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/11/contents/enacted


SECOND INDPENDENCE REFERENDUM

• In March 2017, the First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon MSP made a speech outlining her intention to hold a 
second referendum on independence. Explaining the reason behind the decision, the First Minister said it 
would allow Scottish voters to vote either to approve the UK Government’s final Brexit deal, or leave the UK 
and seek a new relationship with the EU as an independent country.

• The First Minister proposed that the vote be held between the autumn of 2018 and the spring of 2019.

• The Scottish Government does not have the power to hold a binding referendum without prior ‘permission’ 
from the UK Government via what is known as a Section 30 Order. On 31 March 2017, the First Minister 
formally requested a Section 30 Order from the Prime Minister via a letter. The letter can be viewed online 
here.

• The Prime Minister has rejected the request for a second independence referendum, saying “now is not the 
time” to hold such a vote. 

• Ms Sturgeon has indicated that the SNP will campaign on the ticket of holding a second independence 
referendum in the upcoming General Election. However, the election campaign will delay any decision on 
the granting of a Section 30 Order. In addition, any change in the political composition of Scotland’s 59 
Westminster seats may also have a bearing in the future debate on a second referendum.
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https://news.gov.scot/news/section-30-letter


PARLIAMENTARY SCRUTINY OF CAP 
PAYMENTS ISSUES

Following the sustained issues with the Scottish Government’s delivery of CAP support payments, two Scottish 
Parliament Committees are undertaking ad-hoc scrutiny of progress.

• The Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny Committee has held a number of sessions with Scottish 
Government officials on the performance of the CAP Futures IT Programme, following a report from the 
Scottish Government’s auditor Audit Scotland. More information is on the Committee webpage here.

• The 2016 Audit Scotland report is online here and a follow-up report is expected in Spring 2017.

• The Scottish Parliament’s Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee is also undertaking ad-hoc evidence 
sessions with Scottish Government ministers and officials. More information is on the Committee webpage 
here.
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http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/100245.aspx
http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/report/common-agricultural-policy-futures-programme-an-update
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/103408.aspx


ONGOING SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS

Further to the work outlined in this document, NFU Scotland constantly engages with the work of 
parliamentary committees, preparing submissions and briefings outlining the views of its members for a 
number of live inquiries. 

Below is a list of work streams currently underway in Scottish Parliament Committees. Follow the hyperlinks for 
further information.
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Rural Economy and Connectivity (REC) 
Committee
Implications of the EU Referendum for Scotland

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform (ECCLR) 
Committee
Deer Management in Scotland
Biodiversity Progress to 2020
Wildlife Crime
Scottish Water and Business Stream

Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations 
(CTEER) Committee
The EU Referendum and its Implications for Scotland

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/104293.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/102641.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/102403.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/102402.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/100267.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/100259.aspx


CURRENT CONSULTATIONS

NFUS is in the process of compiling responses to a number of live Scottish Government consultations.

Below is a list of the issues on which government is consulting at the current time, in which NFUS members may 
have an interest.

• The Scottish Energy Strategy – open until 30 May 2017

• Consultation on Fees for Seed Testing, Seed Certification and Associated Seed Functions – open until 26 May 
2017

• Consultation on a Draft Onshore Wind Statement – open until 30 May 2017

• Unconventional Oil and Gas – open until 31 May 2017

• Guidance on Consulting Communities in Decisions Relating to Land – open until 16 June 2017
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https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/draft-energy-strategy/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/agriculture-and-rural-communities/ees-for-seed-testing-certification-and-functions/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/draft-onshore-wind-policy-statement/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/fracking-unconventional-oil-and-gas/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/land-reform-and-tenancy-unit/engaging-communities-in-decisions-relating-to-land/

